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The assassination in early November of Senate vice- president Dario Londono Cardono has led
to widespread speculation regarding the possible resumption of the 1989-90 campaign of violence
waged by the Medellin and Cali drug cartels. Londono was shot Nov. 5 at the University of Medellin
by three heavily-armed assailants. The Senator died two days later. A previously unknown group
identifying itself as "Death to Protectors of the Cali Cartel" claimed responsibility for the killing. A
caller to Radio Caracol announced formation of the new group and threatened additional reprisals
against all those who have "favored" the Cali cartel. Londono, a member of the Liberal Party,
supported recently-approved legislation which offers reduced sentences and other guarantees for
drug traffickers, rebels, and others involved in organized crime if they surrender to authorities,
confess to their crimes, and provide the authorities with information that leads to the capture
of other suspects. While the law was being debated in Congress, negotiations were being held
between attorneys representing the Cali cartel and officials from the Colombian government and
the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The talks focused on terms for the eventual
surrender of about 200 members of the Cali cartel. The legislation offering reduced sentences
was thus portrayed in some circles as a government concession to the Cali cartel. Meanwhile,
although "Death to Protectors of the Cali Cartel" denies any affiliation with the Medellin cartel, led
by fugitive Pablo Escobar, the Londono assassination was widely viewed as an action directed by
Escobar against his rivals. In violence perpetrated by the two cartels in 1989 and 1990, hundreds
of politicians and government officials were killed. Since Escobar's escape from prison in July of
1992, he has been pursued not only by government security forces but also by a group calling itself
the "Pepes" (Perseguidos por Pablo Escobar). The "Pepes" reportedly comprised of individuals
affiliated with the Cali cartel succeeded in killing several of Escobar's close associates and damaging
or destroying extensive property owned by Medellin cartel members. Following the attack against
Londono and a series of threats issued against other politicians including death threats received
by presidential candidate Antonio Navarro Wolff of the M-19 Democratic Alliance party the police
announced that security will be increased for candidates and some legislators. (Sources: New
York Times, 11/03/93; Associated Press, 11/02/93, 11/05/93; Spanish news service EFE, 11/02/93,
11/06-08/93; Notimex, 11/05-07/93, 11/09/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/02/93, 11/05/93, 11/09/93,
11/11/93)
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